
What is streaming/ability grouping?

Streaming is the term we use in Aotearoa New Zealand to cover ability grouping, banding, 
DQG� WKH� XVH� RI� SUHUHTXLVLWHV� LQ� HGXFDWLRQ� �� DOO� SUDFWLFHV� ZKHUHE\� ÂNRQJD� DUH� JURXSHG�
based on teacher perceptions of ability and ……. assessment data. 

,Q� SULPDU\� DQG� VRPH� LQWHUPHGLDWH� VFKRROV� ZH� RIWHQ� VHH� ÂNRQJD� SXW� LQWR� JURXSV� IRU�
UHDGLQJ��PDWKV��RU�ZULWWHQ�ODQJXDJH��,Q�WKHVH�JURXSV�ÂNRQJD�DW�D�VLPLODU�DFKLHYHPHQW�OHYHO�
ZRUN� WRJHWKHU�� ,Q� RWKHU� LQWHUPHGLDWH� VFKRROV� DQG� LQ� VHFRQGDU\� VFKRROV� ZH� VHH� ÂNRQJD�
sorted into classes, from a top to bottom class, for one or more learning areas. In some 
other schools, those judged to be top or lower achievers are placed together and 
everyone else is mixed.
      
0RVW� VHFRQGDU\� VFKRROV� XVH� SUH�UHTXLVLWHV� ZKHUHE\� RQO\� FHUWDLQ� VWXGHQWV� FDQ� WDNH�
particular courses and this is a form of streaming. Another form of streaming is where 
ÂNRQJD� DUH� DGYLVHG� WR� WDNH� SDUWLFXODU� VXEMHFWV� WKDW� WKHQ� GHWHUPLQH� WKHLU� IXWXUHV�� )RU�
example, they may have planned to go to university but the subjects they were advised to 
WDNH�ZRQŞW�JDLQ�WKHP�HQWU\��

What is wrong with streaming/ability grouping?

We all want to believe that here in Aotearoa New Zealand we live in a fair and equitable 
VRFLHW\�ZKHUH�RXU�ÂNRQJD�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZLOO�WKULYH�DQG�
have the opportunities to reach their full potential. However, this is currently not the 
case.

Currently Aotearoa New Zealand has one of the highest ability grouping rates of any OECD 
country (second only to Ireland), and one of the largest disparities between our highest and 
ORZHVW�DFKLHYHUV��7KHVH�WZR�ƾQGLQJV�DUH�FRQQHFWHG��&RQYHUVHO\��WKH�2(&'��KDV�VWDWHG�WKDW�
the two factors that most contribute to high levels of student academic success are:

• the degree to which students are taught in mixed ability groupings
• the high levels of challenge that students encounter in their learning experiences. 

:KHQ�ÂNRQJD�DUH�VRUWHG�LQWR�DELOLW\�JURXSV��WKH\�DUH�WDXJKW�GLƽHUHQW�WKLQJV��1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�
WKLV� LV� GLVJXLVHG�� WKRVH� LQ� WKH� ŠWRSš� JURXS� HQJDJH� LQ� YHU\� GLƽHUHQW� OHDUQLQJ�
experiences to those in the “bottom” group. This creates an achievement gap that begins 
ZKHQ�ÂNRQJD�EHJLQ�VFKRRO�DW�DJH�ƾYH�DQG�LQFUHDVHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQ�MRXUQH\��
$QG�WKLV�JDS�LVQŞW�VROHO\�DERXW�HGXFDWLRQDO�DFKLHYHPHQW��WKHUH�LV�DOVR�D�VRFLDO�LPSDFW��ZLWK�
ÂNRQJD�WHQGLQJ�WR�PDNH�IULHQGV�ZLWK�WKRVH�LQ�WKHLU�JURXSV��(YHQ�ZLWK�WKH�EHVW�WHDFKHUV��
DELOLW\� JURXSLQJ� FUHDWHV� D� VWLJPD� IRU� ÂNRQJD� ZKHUHE\� WKH\� DUH� ZHOO� DZDUH� WKDW� VRPH�
VWXGHQWV�DSSHDU�WR�EH�PRUH�YDOXHG�WKDQ�RWKHUV��8OWLPDWHO\�LW�LQƿXHQFHV�WKHLU�IXWXUH�FDUHHU�
plans and paths and ensures that the social strata in society are perpetuated.
7KH�UHVHDUFK�HYLGHQFH�LV�XQHTXLYRFDO�WKDW�DELOLW\�JURXSLQJ�LQ�DQ\�IRUP�GRHV�QRW�ZRUN�IRU�WKH�
vast majority, and any advantages for high achievers are minimal. Here in Aotearoa, those 
PRVW�GHWULPHQWDOO\�DƽHFWHG�DUH�0ÂRUL�DQG�3DVLƾND�DV�WKH\�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�LQFRUUHFWO\�
SODFHG� LQ� ORZHU� DELOLW\� JURXSV� DQG� VWUHDPV� WKDQ� 3ÂNHKÂ� DQG� $VLDQ� VWXGHQWV��
7KH� HYLGHQFH� FOHDUO\� VKRZV� WKDW� ZKHQ� VWXGHQWV� DUH� WDXJKW� LQ� PL[HG� EXW� ƾH[LEOH�
achievement groups, and have teachers who expect all students to make large gains, 
they often surpass even their teachers’ high expectations. 



How does it disadvantage learners?

:KHQ�ÂNRQJD�DUH�VRUWHG�LQWR�DELOLW\�JURXSV��WKH\�DUH�WDXJKW�GLƽHUHQW�WKLQJV��1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�
WKLV�LV�GLVJXLVHG��WKRVH�LQ�WKH�ŠWRSš�JURXS�HQJDJH�LQ�YHU\�GLƽHUHQW�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFHV�WR�
WKRVH�LQ�WKH�ŠERWWRPš�JURXS��7KLV�FUHDWHV�DQ�DFKLHYHPHQW�JDS�WKDW�EHJLQV�ZKHQ�ÂNRQJD�
EHJLQ�VFKRRO�DW�DJH�ƾYH�DQG� LQFUHDVHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQ� MRXUQH\��$QG�WKLV�JDS�
LVQŞW� VROHO\� DERXW� HGXFDWLRQDO� DFKLHYHPHQW�� WKHUH� LV� DOVR� D� VRFLDO� LPSDFW�� ZLWK� ÂNRQJD�
WHQGLQJ� WR�PDNH� IULHQGV�ZLWK� WKRVH� LQ� WKHLU� JURXSV�� (YHQ�ZLWK� WKH�EHVW� WHDFKHUV�� DELOLW\�
JURXSLQJ�FUHDWHV�D�VWLJPD� IRU�ÂNRQJD�ZKHUHE\� WKH\�DUH�ZHOO�DZDUH� WKDW�VRPH�VWXGHQWV�
DSSHDU� WR� EH� PRUH� YDOXHG� WKDQ� RWKHUV�� 8OWLPDWHO\� LW� LQƿXHQFHV� WKHLU� IXWXUH� FDUHHU
plans and paths and ensures that the social strata in society are perpetuated.

:KR�EHQHƾWV�IURP�VWUHDPLQJ�DELOLW\�JURXSLQJ"

7KH�UHVHDUFK�HYLGHQFH�LV�XQHTXLYRFDO�WKDW�DELOLW\�JURXSLQJ�LQ�DQ\�IRUP�GRHV�QRW�ZRUN�IRU�WKH�
vast majority, and any advantages for high achievers are minimal. Here in Aotearoa, those 
PRVW�GHWULPHQWDOO\�DƽHFWHG�DUH�0ÂRUL�DQG�3DVLƾND�DV�WKH\�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�LQFRUUHFWO\�
SODFHG�LQ�ORZHU�DELOLW\�JURXSV�DQG�VWUHDPV�WKDQ�3ÂNHKÂ�DQG�$VLDQ�VWXGHQWV��7KH�HYLGHQFH�
FOHDUO\�VKRZV�WKDW�ZKHQ�VWXGHQWV�DUH�WDXJKW�LQ�PL[HG�EXW�ƿH[LEOH�DFKLHYHPHQW�JURXSV��DQG�
KDYH�WHDFKHUV�ZKR�H[SHFW�DOO�VWXGHQWV�WR�PDNH�ODUJH�JDLQV��WKH\�RIWHQ�VXUSDVV�HYHQ�WKHLU�
WHDFKHUVŞ�KLJK�H[SHFWDWLRQV��

,I�ZH�JHW�ULG�RI�VWUHDPLQJ��ZKDW�ZLOO�UHSODFH�LW"

7KH�VROXWLRQ�LV�QRW�D�RQH�VL]H�ƾWV�DOO�DSSURDFK��$OO�WHDFKHUV�QHHG�WR�DSSURDFK�WKHLU�SUDFWLFH�
with a high expectation mindset. All children deserve a teacher that expects them to 
achieve to the best of their ability and provide them with the tools to ensure that. There are 
a number of alternative approaches and models and these can be found on our 

website:�KWWS���ZZZ�PDRULIXWXUHV�FR�Q]�VWUHDP�

0\�FKLOG�LV�LQ�WKH�WRS�JURXS�DW�VFKRRO��ZLOO�WKH\�EH�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�LQ�D�PL[HG�DELOLW\�
setting?

1R� WKH\�ZLOO� QRW��5HVHDUFK�VKRZV� WKDW�DOO� FKLOGUHQ�EHQHƾW� LQ�PL[HG�DELOLW\�HQYLURQPHQWV��
ÁNRQJD� LQ�WRS�FODVVHV�WHQG�WR�VWD\� LQ�WKHLU�SHHU�JURXS�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�DUH�RIWHQ�H[FOXGHG�
from important social interactions that build an understanding of diversity among their 
school communities.  

+RZ�GR�,�NQRZ�LI�P\�FKLOG�LV�EHLQJ�JURXSHG�E\�DELOLW\"

At primary school when your child comes home and shares that they are in the dolphines, 
turtles etc – this is an early form of ability grouping where they are being grouped based 
on their reading ability at this very young age. This tends to set the pattern for the rest of 
WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQ�MRXUQH\��$W�KLJK�VFKRRO�LW�FDQ�EH�D�OLWWOH�KDUGHU�WR�NQRZ�XQOHVV�\RXU�FKLOG�LV�
LQ�WKH�WRS�RU�WKH�ERWWRP�JURXS��7KH�EHVW�WKLQJ�\RX�FDQ�GR�LV�WR�DVN�\RXU�VFKRRO�
SULQFLSDO�RU�\RXU�FKLOGŞV�WHDFKHU�LI�WKH\�VWUHDP�RU�DELOLW\�JURXS�



$V�D�SDUHQW�ZKDW�FDQ�,�GR�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�EHVW�HGXFDWLRQ�RXWFRPHV�IRU�P\�FKLOG"

3URDFWLYHO\�HQJDJH�LQ�\RXU�FKLOGŞV�HGXFDWLRQ��$VN�TXHVWLRQV�RI�WKHLU�VFKRRO�LI�\RX�DUH�XQVXUH�
or not comfortable with their progress. Challenge their approach if it is not delivering 
the educational outcomes your child deserves.

7HDFKHUV�DUH�DOUHDG\�RYHUORDGHG�DQG�KDYH�OLWWOH�FDSDFLW\�WR�PDNH�FKDQJHV��KRZ�ZLOO�
this work in reality?

All teachers want the best for their students and most have inherited the practice of ability 
grouping – as students themselves, in their training and now in the schools where they 
ZRUN��0DNLQJ�D�FKDQJH�UHTXLUHV�D�VKLIW�LQ�PLQGVHW�DQG�WKHQ�WDNLQJ�WKH�VWHSV�WR�LPSOHPHQW�
D�QHZ�ZD\�RI�WHDFKLQJ��(YLGHQFH�VKRZV�WKDW�WHDFKHUV�ZKR�KDYH�PDGH�WKH�VKLIW�ƾQG�WKHLU�
FODVVHV� HDVLHU� LQ� PDQ\� GLƽHUHQW� ZD\V�� .H\� WR� WKH� VXFFHVV� LV� KDYLQJ� D� VXSSRUW� ERDUG
of trustees and a principal who leads by example.

+RZ�GR�WHDFKHUV�FKDQJH�WKHLU�FODVVURRP�SUDFWLFH"

All teachers want the best for their students and most have inherited the practice of ability 
grouping – as students themselves, in their training and now in the schools where they 
ZRUN��0DNLQJ�D�FKDQJH�UHTXLUHV�D�VKLIW�LQ�PLQGVHW�DQG�WKHQ�WDNLQJ�WKH�VWHSV�WR�LPSOHPHQW�
D�QHZ�ZD\�RI�WHDFKLQJ��(YLGHQFH�VKRZV�WKDW�WHDFKHUV�ZKR�KDYH�PDGH�WKH�VKLIW�ƾQG�WKHLU�
FODVVHV� HDVLHU� LQ� PDQ\� GLƽHUHQW� ZD\V�� .H\� WR� WKH� VXFFHVV� LV� KDYLQJ� D� VXSSRUW� ERDUG�
of trustees and a principal who leads by example.

:KDW�LV�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�SULQFLSDO�LQ�OHDGLQJ�WKLV�FKDQJH"

3ULQLFLSDOV�DUH�WKH�FDWDO\VW�IRU�FKDQJH�ś�LW�UHTXLUHV�WKHLU�OHDGHUVKLS��YLVLRQ�DQG�VXSSRUW�WR�
drive the change through.

:KR�QHHGV�WR�WDNH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�OHDGLQJ�WKH�QHHGHG�FKDQJHV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ"�

(YHU\RQH� QHHGV� WR� WDNH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� ś� WKH� 0R(�� DOO� HGXFDWLRQDO� DJHQFLHV�� %RDUGV� RI�
7UXVWHHV��3ULQFLSDOV��WHDFKHUV�DQG�ZKÂQDX�DQG�UDQJDWDKL�DOO�KDYH�D�YLWDO�UROH�WR�SOD\��7R�EH�
successful requires both a top down and bottom up approach.

,I�WKH�0LQLVWHU�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�LV�VD\LQJ�VWUHDPLQJ�QHHGV�WR�HQG�LQ�RXU�VFKRROV�ZK\�KDVQŞW�
this happened?

While the education act states very clearly that streaming needs to be removed from our 
education system, as a result of tomorrows schools, every school is an island – 
DXWRPRQRXV�LQ�PDNLQJ�GHFLVLRQV�DERXW�KRZ�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�GR��7KH�0LQLVWU\�LV�IRFXVHG�RQ�
LWV�JRDO�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�DUH�IXOO\�VXSSRUWLYH�RI�WKH�FXUUHQW�ZRUN�EHLQJ�GRQH�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�
action plan for ending streaming in Aotearoa.



:KDW�KDSSHQV�LI�WKHUH�LV�D�FKDQJH�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�����"

We cannot catergorically provide an answer however, it is our intention to proactively 
HQJDJH�ZLWK�DOO�PDMRU�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�WR�LQIRUP�DQG�HQJDJH�RQ�WKH�NDXSDSD�DQG�SURYLGH�
the rationale for support. Early indications are that the National party have a clear focus on 
LPSURYLQJ� HGXFDWLRQDO� RXWFRPHV� IRU� DOO� ÂNRQJD� ZLWK� D� SDUWLFXODU� IRFXV� RQ� 0ÂRUL� DQG�
3DVLƾND�

Is this just a New Zealand problem?

1R�� WKLV� LV� D� JOREDO� LVVXH� DQG� GLƽHUHQW� IRUPV� RI� DELOLW\� JURXSLQJ� FDQ� EH� VHHQ� LQ� PDQ\�
countries however currently New Zealand has the second highest rate of streaming in the 
OECD (second only to Ireland.)

:KDW�ZLOO�LW�FRVW"

It is hard to determine the cost but any costs will be far outweighed by the ongoing 
EHQHƾWV�RI�LPSURYHG�HGXFDWLRQDO�RXWFRPHV�DQG�ZHOOEHLQJ�ś�QR�SULFH�FDQ�EH�SXW�RQ�WKDW��

There will be costs involved in raising borader awareness of the issue however at a 
VFKRRO�OHDUQLQJ� OHYHO� LW� LV�PRUH� DERXW� ƾQGLQJ� D�GLƽHUHQW�ZD\�RI� EHLQJ�WHDFKLQJ� DQG� WKLV�
GRHVQŞW�QHFHVVDULO\�KDYH�WR�FRVW�

:KR�LV�JRLQJ�WR�SD\�IRU�LW"

3ULQLFLSDOV�DUH�WKH�FDWDO\VW�IRU�FKDQJH�ś�LW�UHTXLUHV�WKHLU�OHDGHUVKLS��YLVLRQ�DQG�VXSSRUW�WR�
The Ministry of Education is leading the initiative.

How long will it take?

Achieving the overarching goal of removing streaming from our education system is not 
VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� ZLOO� KDSSHQ� RYHUQLJKW� ś� HDFK� VFKRRO� QHHGV� WR� ZRUN� DW� D� SDFH� WKDW� LV�
FRPIRUWDEOH�IRU�WKHP�DQG�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV��,W�PD\�WDNH����\HDUV�WR�JHW�WKHUH�ś�SURJUHVV�
ZLOO�EH�PHDVXUHG�DW�NH\�PLOHVWRQHV�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�WR�HQVXUH�ZH�DUH�KHDGLQJ� LQ�WKH�ULJKW�
direction.

:KDW�GLƽHUHQFH�GRHV�WKLV�PDNH�WR�1HZ�=HDODQG�RXU�HFRQRP\"

(YHU\RQH�EHQHƾWV�IURP�DQ�HTXLWDEOH�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�UHDOLVLQJ�WKHLU�
SRWHQWLDO��0ÂRUL�DUH�WKH�IDVWHVW�JURZLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��,I�
ZH� OLIW� WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQ�RXWFRPHV� WKHQ�ZH�FDQ�HQVXUH� WKH�KLJK�VNLOOHG� ODERXU� UHTXLUHG� WR�
NHHS�RXU�HFRQRP\�ERX\DQW�

:KR�LV�VXSSRUWLYH�RI�WKLV�FKDQJH"

All of the major education agencies are on board the design team for the action 
SODQ��7KH�0ÂWDXUDQJD�,ZL�&KDLUV�IRUXP�DUH�DOVR�GULYLQJ�WKLV�FKDQJH��7KH�0LQLVWU\�
of Education is leading the way.
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There will be costs involved in raising borader awareness of the issue however at a 
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3ULQLFLSDOV�DUH�WKH�FDWDO\VW�IRU�FKDQJH�ś�LW�UHTXLUHV�WKHLU�OHDGHUVKLS��YLVLRQ�DQG�VXSSRUW�WR�
The Ministry of Education is leading the initiative.

How long will it take?

Achieving the overarching goal of removing streaming from our education system is not 
VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� ZLOO� KDSSHQ� RYHUQLJKW� ś� HDFK� VFKRRO� QHHGV� WR� ZRUN� DW� D� SDFH� WKDW� LV�
FRPIRUWDEOH�IRU�WKHP�DQG�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV��,W�PD\�WDNH����\HDUV�WR�JHW�WKHUH�ś�SURJUHVV�
ZLOO�EH�PHDVXUHG�DW�NH\�PLOHVWRQHV�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�WR�HQVXUH�ZH�DUH�KHDGLQJ� LQ�WKH�ULJKW�
direction.

:KDW�GLƽHUHQFH�GRHV�WKLV�PDNH�WR�1HZ�=HDODQG�RXU�HFRQRP\"

(YHU\RQH�EHQHƾWV�IURP�DQ�HTXLWDEOH�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�UHDOLVLQJ�WKHLU�
SRWHQWLDO��0ÂRUL�DUH�WKH�IDVWHVW�JURZLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��,I�
ZH� OLIW� WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQ�RXWFRPHV� WKHQ�ZH�FDQ�HQVXUH� WKH�KLJK�VNLOOHG� ODERXU� UHTXLUHG� WR�
NHHS�RXU�HFRQRP\�ERX\DQW�

:KR�LV�VXSSRUWLYH�RI�WKLV�FKDQJH"

All of the major education agencies are on board the design team for the action plan. The 
0ÂWDXUDQJD� ,ZL� &KDLUV� IRUXP� DUH� DOVR� GULYLQJ� WKLV� FKDQJH�� 7KH�0LQLVWU\� RI� (GXFDWLRQ� LV�
leading the way.

+RZ�FDQ�,�VXSSRUW�WKH�FKDQJH"

Go online and sign the petition:�KWWS���ZZZ�PDRULIXWXUHV�FR�Q]�VWUHDP��

7DON�ZLWK�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�ZLWK�WKHLU�VFKRROV��%H�EUDYH�DQG�DVN�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�
that ensure your child gets the education that is their right.


